
 

 

Ethiopian Airlines Takes Delivery of B737 Freighter  
  

 

Addis Ababa, 01 March 2019 

Ethiopian Airlines, the Largest Aviation Group in Africa and SKYTRAX Certified Four 

Star Global Airline, is pleased to announce to its valued customers worldwide that it has 

taken delivery of its first B737-800 freighter, the first of its kind in the Ethiopian Cargo 

fleet mix, on March 01, 2019. 

 

Ethiopian New B737-800 freighter 

Group CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, Mr. Tewolde GebreMariam, remarked: “We are excited 

to have taken delivery of the newest freighter a few days after being crowned with ‘African Cargo 

Airline of the Year’ and ‘Air Cargo Brand of the Year in Africa’ Awards for the fourth year in a 

row. 



 
 

The arrival of this new freighter is a significant addition and propels both our capacity and 

frequency. The B-737-800 Freighter will give us a new capability to serve short haul destinations 

in African and the Middle East more economically which includes the export of Ethiopian meat, 

fruits and vegetables to the Gulf Region. As per our strategic roadmap, Vision 2025, we will keep 

introducing new systems and technologies and play an indispensable role to the socio-economic 

development of Ethiopia and Africa at large.” 

Developed with the industry's most efficient and reliable technology, the new B737-800 

freighter aircraft is the newest member of the freighter family and offers greatest 

efficiency for the standard-body freighter market. The freighter has a carrying capacity 

of more than 23 metric tons of payload with excellent operating economics to maximize 

efficiency for cargo operations.  

Operating ten next generation dedicated freighters and with Africa’s largest trans-

shipment terminal, Ethiopian Cargo and Logistics Services delivers cargo services 

spanning across 44 international destinations in Africa, the Gulf, Middle East, Asia, the 

Americas and Europe, augmenting the export of perishables from Africa and import of 

high value goods.  

By 2025, Ethiopian Cargo & Logistics Services envisions to become a full-fledged profit 

center of Ethiopian Airlines Group with annual revenue of US$ 2 Billion, 19 dedicated 

aircraft, annual tonnage of 820,000, and 57 international destinations.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
About Ethiopian 

 

Ethiopian Airlines (Ethiopian) is the fastest growing Airline in Africa. In its seventy plus years of 

operation, Ethiopian has become one of the continent’s leading carriers, unrivalled in efficiency and 

operational success. 
 

Ethiopian commands the lion’s share of the Pan-African passenger and cargo network operating the 

youngest and most modern fleet to more than 119 international passenger and cargo destinations across 

five continents. Ethiopian fleet includes ultra-modern and environmentally friendly aircraft such as Airbus 

A350, Boeing 787-8, Boeing 787-9, Boeing 777-300ER, Boeing 777-200LR, Boeing 777-200 Freighter, 

Bombardier Q-400 double cabin with an average fleet age of five years. In fact, Ethiopian is the first airline 

in Africa to own and operate these aircraft. Ethiopian is currently implementing a 15-year strategic plan 

called Vision 2025 that will see it become the leading aviation group in Africa with Six business centers: 

Ethiopian International Services; Ethiopian Cargo & Logistics Services; Ethiopian MRO Services; Ethiopian 

Aviation Academy; Ethiopian ADD Hub Ground Services and Ethiopian Airports Services. Ethiopian is a 

multi-award winning airline registering an average growth of 25% in the past seven years.  
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